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Oct. 23rd 10AM 

 COAST to Crash Landing            

October 28th 
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Itôs Time for the Annual Parrot Head Pilgrimage to Sunny Key West! 

I got some phellow Parrot Head members together and askedé.. What to do on the way 
down to Key West from Miami/ Ft. Lauderdale airports? 

Without further adieu doo doo Here is the listéé 

First stop always a Parrot Head favoriteé. Alabama Jackôs!  Great 
bar to stop after the   Miami traffic!  Once you turn off of A1A to AJôs é. Watch your 
speed!  Those speed limit signs are not a suggestion!  Also when leaving AJôs pay the dollar 
for the toll booth right there and continue on instead of backtracking!  And once againé 
watch your speed! Getting back on A1A the first bar Kim & I stopped at was the Carib-

bean Club.  We got into the habit of asking the bartender where we should stop nexté. It worked well! Other 
stops along the way...Snappers/Turtle Club Key Largo, Hog Heaven, Boondocks 
(Summerland Key MM27.5), Mangrove Mamas (Sugarloaf Key), Looe Key Tiki Bar 
(MM27.5 and a Bar frequented by Trop Rocker Howard Livingston), Coconut Club 
(Marathon), Key Largo Marriott Tiki Bar, Gieger Key Tiki Bar...Keys Fisheries Tiki Bar in 
Marathon, Hemingways @World Wide Sportsmen, Feed the tarpon at Robbies, Porkies 

Bayside (BBQ) and Frosty's in Marathon.  Another great place to stop is the No 
Name Bar but you will need directions..Here they areé.turn right at the stop 
light on Big Pine Key. There is only one. Stay to your right. At the stop sign, 
turn left. Keep following the road. And the most important part, about two 
minutes after you start thinking you just got sent on a wild goose chase, it will 
be on the left. These were the directions that I was given at the liquor store on 
Big Pine Key. And they were dead on accurate.  Thanks Crash!  So here is a 
short cobbled up list of places to visit and we have found the locals to be very 
colorful and interesting people!  Have a drink talk to some 
locals and enjoy the drive down!  Also PLEASE be careful if 

you are going to ñdrink the keysò Other things to do Key Deer Refuge and there is always a 
dive/snorkel trip! 

Have a smartphone?  go to your app store and search Florida Keys.  Also 
www.FloridaBeachbar.com for reviews on Beach Bars around the state. All the reviews 
have been written after the website owners have visited the establishment! They have re-
viewed over 200 bars and offer detailed maps to all! 

Remember that PHiP has a pretty good discount for car rental with Avis www.phip.com click on Motm and Avis 
number is listed or Avis Worldwide Discount (AWD) Number: K199476.  Does your company offer any         
discounts? May be worth askingé. 

See page 8 for Joe and Gina Lombardoôs story ñOn the Road to Key Westò 

Thanks to Kelly, Betsi, Shawn, Crash, Kirk and Dave for their suggestionsé. 

The DPHC nor the editor or contributors to this article endorse drinking and driving!  We have merely      
generated a list of places of interest along the way.  Please be responsible! 

Stone Crab Season starts October 14th!!!!! 



 
Are you 15%er? 
Our Club currently has about 250 members.  Give or take a few.  Yet only 15% of you typically take advantage of the Clubôs regular 
activities.  Our ñFreeò monthly Happy Hours have maybe 20% of our members attending and enjoying the awesome entertainment.  
Our monthly ñOpenò Board Meetings may draw 3 or 4 non Board or Committee members to attend.  They are typically the same people every month. (And, 
we thank you)  At the Highway Cleanup we see less than 10% of our members lending a hand. 

Interestingly, we do get 50%-60% of our members that request concert tickets when Jimmy comes to town.  We also had 45%-50% of you come out to Lapeer 
last March for the Beach Party.   

So we know we all share our love for the same type of music.  We all like to party. (Duh)   

So whatôs keeping you from attending?  Canôt be money, most of the fun is free.  Canôt be that youôre not a fun loving person; you enjoy the same music the 
other 15% listen to.  So what can it beé?  

You just havenôt been asked properly.  So Iôm formally asking you (just like a written invitation) to come out to the Happy Hours, Board Meeting and other 
activities. If you are not having fun, I will personally check for a pulse and give you your money back. (Iôve hedged my odds cause itôs all free)  With all of the 
percentages Iôve listed today, I have missed the most important one.  Of the people that come out and party with us or volunteer for our Clubôs charity activities 
100% have a good time.  And remember, I Guarantee It! 

Just a final note, we are preparing for our annual Christmas Party (Holiday Party to be more politically correct) that will be held Friday December 2, 2011 at the 
Sterling Heights FOP Hall and we will need a few volunteers to help with the party planning.  Please contact a Board Member if you are available to help out. 
There will also be people needed for the Beach Party in March.  Watch for more details and consider getting involved. 

My goal for the next year is to get that 15% to more like 30% or 40%.  That should be easyéJust come out and have fun! 

Sail On Paula. 
We all lost a true friend and Phellow Parrot Head this month with the passing of Paula Carden. 

Paula and her husband Andy came into our lives at Caribbean Blue and Friends II when they joined the DPHC in Febru-
ary of 2006.  And all that they have done since then is gotten closer and closer to each and every one of us. 

Paula and Andy were the ones running the decorations and games for us and Andy has been helping us set up the sound 
system for the Happy Hours, Beach Party and pre-concert parties at Crash Landing. So if it looked good or sounded right 
it was because of their effort. Andy also served as an interim Member at Large and is currently doing a great job with the 
òThird Man Themeò as our Member at Large handling Birthdays and greeting new members. 

Paula was always there with a ready smile and a ñLet me buy you a drinkò when she was able to attend a club function. 
She always believed that it was in the music and if you close your eyes you would be transported back to that one particu-
lar harboréor, perhaps in Paulaôs case, that ñOne Particular Casinoò. Paula made no bones that her favorite tropical is-
land was St. Vegas ñWith the palm trees a-swaying and the slot machines a-payinò 

Andy called Paula his rudder in his moving Eulogy. This was a very true statement and if you have ever seen Paula tell 
Andy to just ñSit down and enjoyò or ñThere is enough damn stuff on the wallsò or ñHurry up I want to go to bedò you could not help but love and laugh 
knowing how much they loved and meant to each other.  

When Paula went in for a procedure, earlier in the year, she was concerned and wrote Andy a very lovely and touching letter that he shared with me. In it Paula 
said that she was scared, but wanted Andy to know that she loved him very much and that he had made her so very happy and she was thankful for him and 
she wanted the world to know that everything she had was to be Andyôs if anything happened to her. Well she blew through that procedure like a champ with 
zero issues not realizing that several months later this love note, that had already been a source of comfort, would be comforting to Andy again. 

Paulaôs last gift to Andy was to buy him a ticket to see Jimmy in ñSt. Vegasò as a surprise birthday gift, and she was ever so grateful to get him in the club seats 
so he would be with phellow Parrot Heads while she tried her damndest, again, to break the bank. The note in the memo line simply says ñFins Upò. 

And that was true Paula, always thinking about her one true love and soul mate Andy and if she wasnôt with Andy she was with a friend or two taking it all in 
with a smile on her face and a slot handle in her fist. 

 So if some time when you are sitting there listening to the music, maybe in St. Vegas, and the tune hits you or you find yourself saying ñCan I buy you a 
drink?ò to a friend or loved one.. Say hello to Paula for me because she will be right there with you enjoying the moment with a smile on her lips and her toe a-
tappin. 

Special thanks to Dave Strilcov  

Sympathy and Condolences from the Detroit Parrot Head Club 

It has came to our attention that on October 12, 2011, DPHC member MIKE MUSCI passed away from pancreatic cancer at the age 54. Darlene Danielak and 
Mike joined the DPHC in 2006 and strongly supported the club.  After 16 years as best friends and life partners, Mike and Darlene were recently married. The 
DPHC family extends our prayers and heartfelt sympathy to Darlene at this difficult time. 

Special thanks to Don Sputa 



 

 

 

 

Iôd like to say good bye to a great DPHC member Paula Cardené. Thank you for always having an upbeat attitude!  We 
will miss you and watch Andy for you here on earth! You will forever hold a place in our heartsé. Phins! 

Thank you all for the birthday wishes!  It always means a lot and something I need to start doing!   

The COAST party last month featured Don Middlebrook!  He put on a great show as always and has a new cd Tail Spin coming outé        
included in this next masterpiece is a DVD from his adventures!  Loaded with pics from everywhere and including some of our own DPHC! 
Anyone who was at the Coast knows Don apologized a million times for cutting my head off in the pic of Kim and Ié but I think he had more 
fun with it than anythingé. He said it really bothered him being a perfectionist and all and he guaranteed me I would be made whole for the 
second pressing as would 6-8 other people that had body parts chopped off.  Well fast forward a day and I get a call from Doné. He had a 
dream that the production of the DVD got messed up and the company doing the work fixed my head and everyone else's missing parts. The 
dream came true!  So, the first run of cdôs isnôt a ñcollectibleò  as Don was calling ité. Tail Spin will be available Thursday Oct. 20th. Don will 
be playing at Cheeseburger in Paradise that night 8-12. Come on out and get your copy of Tail Spin! 

Looking aheadé. Meeting of the Minds is only a couple weeks awayé. We tried to put a few MotM things in for yaé. Those of you going have 
a safe fun time!  Email me for Rick Perkins MotM Guide to entertainers at the other bars! 

Mac McAnally ñLive In Muscle Shoalsò, the new album from beloved singer/songwriter Mac McAnally is available! Recorded at the W.C. 
Handy Music Festival, this is the first ever live album recorded by Mac and includes such hits as ñItôs My Jobò, ñDown The Roadò, and ñI 
Heard It Through The Grapevineò. All the songs have been brought to life in a new way that only Mac could do. Now available through the 
Mac McAnally store and iTunes, donôt miss out on a very special album, get yourself a copy today 

 
 
 

What is a Parrot Head? they ask, when we appear in mass 
What makes you wear those crazy clothes, and imitate an ass? 
The answer is not simple, but then again, it is. 
Tis really just a frame of mind around Jimmy Buffettôs biz. 
 
Itôs sitting in a traffic jam, and picturing a beach, 
A far off island in the sea, thatôs just beyond your reach 
A flowered shirt, a crazy hat, a cheeseburger in hand. 
A beach chair at an awesome park, with a Trop-rock music band.  
 
By day we may be doctors and lawyers, and don a 3 piece suit, 
By night the margaritas flow, and grass skirts sure look cute. 
With sailing songs and steel drum beats, the stress can melt away 
And if you havenôt tried it, donôt knock it as they say. 
 
We celebrate the pirate life, the hula girls and rum.  
A bunch of crazy drinkinô folk, we have been called by some. 
Dancing barefoot, squeezing limes, it is a Tropical circus. 
But hold the bashing and keep in mind, we Party with a Purpose. 
 
So welcome to this phlocking, and we hope that youôll be kind. 
Beyond the beaks and feathers, you will certainly no doubt find 
The greatest bunch of people that take charity to heart, 
That welcome anyone that has the urge to play a part. 

Thanks to: Carol Ewald, President  
Santa Barbara Parrot Head Club  

 

 

DPHC Member Brad Conkey saw Jimmy in Paris 



What a great time to be a Detroit Parrot Head!  

Our Happy Hour Food Donation Charity is Forgotten Harvest and with a donation 

you will receive a wrist band helping Forgotten Harvest.   Many of you have      

indicated a desire to help with some of our charitable work / volunteerism.  

Well hereôs your chance. We have recently reviewed and renewed our commitment to Forgotten Harvest .   

They are a great Michigan based organization that reclaims food from major sources and distributes to over 200 

food banks throughout Michigan/primarily SE Michigan.  They have a very well - run organized volunteer program 

where volunteers assist with the repackaging of food products for distribution.  We have designated Saturday 

October 29 th  as our first volunteer day. Forgotten Harvest has recently instituted a new opportunity to help 

feed the hungry in our community.  

How would you like to take a short field trip to the farm?   The DPHC will be part of this new program. We  will be 

farming in Romeo.   Please click the link below for more information.  

www.detroitparrotheadclub.com/documents/newsletters/fhflyerfarmtrip2011.pdf  

Please look inside your hearts and see if you can commit a few hours to assist in providing food for those in 

need. At least 10 -15 volunteers are needed. For more information and to sign up, please contact ASAP either  

 Dave Downs, bigwavedavespi@hotmail.com    

Mary Judd peachideal@yahoo.com  ,or  

Tony Kay pirate60@gmail.com  

The Charity Committee also will be recommending to the Board, that we continue at our Christmas Party to do-

nate toys for The Childrenôs Leukemia Foundation of Michigan.  $10.00 Gift Cards are also encouraged for their 

teenage patients.  

Detroit Parrot Heads have the biggest hearts when it comes to giving!  

Please let us know what you think and make your feelings heard.  You can contact me, Big Wave Dave at;  

CharityChairman@DetroitParrotHeadClub.com   Or call me at 586 -925 -0652  

 

Tony Kay, webmaster 
Back Issues of the Tail Feather are on the website.   
If you misplaced or did not get any of the 2011 issues,  go to the Phun Links page of the website and 
you can retrieve these issues with just a click. 
If you are looking for a particular issue beyond one year, send me a note and If archived Iôll send you a 
link. 

Messaging Changes 
The increased use of social networking has changed how many folks spend their PC time. We have found that the Chat Site and 
the Message Board on the website are really not being used.  Effective Immediately (October) these utilities are no longer available. 
Anyone accessing those pages will be taken directly to the Detroit Parrot Head Club page on FaceBook.  

FaceBook 
The use of FaceBook for communication, messaging and event notification has really taken off. If you have not registered on Face-
Book, please do so and be sure to go to the Detroit Parrot Head Club page to be listed as a member.  Please use this site for your 
questions/messaging as there will always be someone there to respond. 

Website 
The website is still a great place to view the events calendar and keep in touch with club news. The Photo Gallery is also a fun place 
to visit as most all events are up to date and captured in pictures.   

As always, any comments or ideas for the website are appreciated. 

Ballots MUST BE Postmarked by November 8th! 

mailto:bigwavedavespi@hotmail.com
mailto:peachideal@yahoo.com
mailto:pirate60@gmail.com
mailto:CharityChairman@DetroitParrotHeadClub.com


 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Secretaryôs Sec (notes from the September 7, 2011 meeting) 

 
Meeting called to order at 7:11 pm 

 
Treasurers Report:  John Boyd confirmed the PO Box in Troy has been renewed for 6 mos. @ $21.00.  The balance in the club     

account is $4800.00 with about $3800.00 available and the bank statement balances with the accounts in QuickBooks. John is providing 
printed reports for the meeting. He presented the need for a 2012 budget. 
Andy also requested a budget for the Highway Cleanup prizes to be awarded at the Christmas Party. (Note: financial reports are available upon 
written request) 
Members at Large:  TONY ï Members at Large are collaborating to establish a plan for interviewing non-renewing members.  Also, there is 
discussion of a new member survey. ANDY ï Birthday greetings are going well, the challenge is having current contact information. 
Merchandise:  Dave McDade ï The pre-party t-shirts that were ordered in partnership with Air Margaritaville need to be sold.  There was dis-
cussion regarding the availability of merchandise at all club events.  Dave agreed to work on a plan.  John suggested that emails and the newslet-
ter could be used to promote the merchandise we have available. 
Newsletter:  Ron Howze ï Ron got a ñbravo zuluò from everyone present for the great work he is doing on the Tale Feather.  His biggest chal-
lenge is getting everyoneôs contributions on a timely basis.  The July issue was entered into the PHIP ñGolden Coconutò award competition at a 
cost of $60 the printing and mailing of the required copies.  Kelly Cronin has agreed to act as a ñhistorianò and will archive old copies of the 
Tale Feather that Dave McDade has. 
Charities:  Dave Downs ï Wigs for Kids will be our 3rd quarter $500 charity recipient. 
In January Dave will donate his hair to this organization.  A representative from Wigs for Kids will attend a meeting to accept the check.  Dave 
proposed October 22 as a day to volunteer at Forgotten Harvest.  Mary Judd will help to coordinate volunteers.  FH is between 9 & 10 Mile 
Roads on Greenfield and carpool options can be arranged.  Forgotten Harvest donations were down in August.  Dave will make a list of chari-
ties for the club to consider for future quarters. 
Happy Hour:  Dave Strilcov ï Entertainment at the HHôs has been great.  Turn-out can always be better but a good time has been had every 
time.  The shows are great.  There is concern regarding the expense involved in continuing to providing live entertainment at future HHôs. 
Entertainment is currently booked for September and November. A ñBloody Mary Sundayò will be planned for October at the Cass Bar in 
Uticaédetails TBA.  It was decided through due process that a 50/50 at all HHôs will help to offset the expense of entertainment.  The pro-
ceeds from these 50/50ôs will be held in a separate treasury fund.   Concern regarding the service at the Crash Landing was discussed.  It was 
pointed out that due to the unpredictable attendance at our events; it is difficult for management to plan for appropriate staffing. It was agreed 
that a meeting with the owner of the Crash would be arranged.   
Webmaster: Tony Kay ï Current communications have been great.  There was discussion regarding the unused Chat Room and Message 
Board on our website.  Since the Club now has a Face Book page, these chats and messages are happening there.  Tony agreed to remove those 
features on our website and consider other options for that space. 
Membership: Don Sputa ï Mary Dixon was introduced as a ñWing Captainò for a Wing in the Ann Arbor area.  Current by-laws have provi-
sions and guidelines for this.  Mary was approved and accepted by the Board in this position and Don will provide a report for Mary of the 
current members in that area.  The Members at Large will assist Mary in getting started.  Don continues to provide membership status data 
from the database and reports current membership is at 247. 
2012 Election report:  Dan Paterek ï at the time of this meeting Dan was working on contacting all nominees.  He reported that we will have a 
full board in 2012 and that only some positions will require an election (some positions are uncontested).  Ballots will be mailed in October to 
be returned to the PO Box. 
Beach Party: Betsi Vohwinkel ï the start up committee of Keith & Betsi, Kelly Bammel and Karen Kimberly will meet with the management 
of the Best Western in Lapeer on 9/24.  Karen will be the volunteer coordinator.  Kelly Bammel will manage registration and Mary Judd has 
agreed to work on raffles.  As always, we will rely on the consultation and assistance of Mel Boyd and our Coast Directors Dave & Mary Stril-
cov as plans continue to grow!   
Christmas Party:  Sterling Heights FOP hall is available and reserved for us for December 2 for a pot luck party. The first Friday of December 
is the traditional date for this party. Plans to be determined. 
Meeting of the Minds:  (MOTM) The club will support $100 for the toy drive and will allocate $200 for the raffle basket.  We will provide 
DPHC merchandise for the swap table.  Dan Paterek, Dave Strilcov and John Boyd will attend the Leaders Brunch. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:20   Next Meeting will be October 5 
Note:  a full copy of the minutes from this meeting is available upon written request 
 
 
 

Going to MotM?  Email me for the Official Rick Perkins Spredsheet to the KW Bars Entertainers 
schedule This has been the list for MotM for years! 

 
 



             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Halloween cocktail recipe is absolutely delicious --  and very cool to look at. To really make this drink look 
great for a Halloween cocktail party, stock up on a bunch of cheap novelty vampire teeth --  you know, the kind 

you can buy for about 25 cents each. Balance one set of teeth on the edge of each glass.  

Ingredients:  

1 oz. good quality vodka, chilled  

1 oz. champagne, chilled  
1 oz. Chambord raspberry liqueur, chilled  

Instructions:  1. Pour vodka into a martini glass. Pour champagne over.  

2. Slowly pour Chambord liqueur over the back of a spoon to make it float.  
 

 

 

Enjoy this little Halloween Treat. This is  Fun for Kids of all Ages. 
 

                                                       

MONSTER TOES  

Ingredients:  

 

 How to make Monster Toes:  

 

 

Å Cocktail Wieners  
Å 6-inch Tortillas  

Å Ketchup or Mustard  

Å Damp Paper Towel  

Å Toothpicks 

 

Å Cut a block into the end of each cocktail wiener to make a toenail.  

Å Cut the tortillas into strips about 4 inches long and 3/4 inch wide. Discard the ends.  

Å Soften the strips by keeping them between damp paper towels for 10 to 30 seconds in the micro-

wave.  

Å Roll each wiener in a tortilla strip and secure with a toothpick.  

Å Heat the oven to 350 degrees F and bake the toenail for 7 to 8 minutes.  

Å Remove the toenail from the oven, and then fill the nail with ketchup or mustard. Remove the 

toothpicks before serving.  

Å Monster Toes are ready to eat.  

Vampire Kiss Martini  

The Breakfast Shoté. 1 Shot OJ  1 Shot Buttershots 1 Strip of Bacon    How to do it... drink OJ then Buttershots then eat Bacon 



 

 

 

 

Does it seem like all we do is eat? 

Every year for Labor Day we find our way back to our favorite corner of the world, Saugatuck, Pure Michigan. Labor Day marks 
the closing of the Butler Deck. For those of you who have never been, the Butler Deck hosts local talent all summer long. The 
deck opens Memorial week end and closes at 8 pm on Labor Day.  Bonnie and I Met Don and Suzie (the original Living Soul 
and the Pearl Divers) way back in 92 on the deck and have been hooked ever since. Don has opened and closed the deck every 
year since. 

So we leave for exit 41 (Saugatuck exit from I 96) at 10 AM Monday it is cloudy and cool but no traffic. It takes us about 2 
hours and 20 minutes to get there. At the 2 hour mark we see some scattered blue sky, it is amazing this has happened before by 
the time we get to exit 41 the sky is blue, it is a little warmer and we are ready for lunch. 

Today we are at the Wild Dog Tavern, a beautiful bar / restaurant on the Douglas side of town. They brew their own ale and 
the meals are a 10. 

On this occasion Bonnie dined on Crab Cakes and Asian coleslaw. A perfect combination and washed it down with a Colo-
rado Bulldog. My meal was far more mundane, a Grilled Cheese sandwich. You know the regular one made on homemade 
hand cut wheat bread smeared with Spinach and Artichoke Pesto and covered with smoked Mozzarella, sun dried tomatoes and 
Provolone Cheese. Just like Mom made.  Oh and a glass of their finest Wild Dog Ale. 

A great meal in my favorite town a big thumbs up. 

But that was just lunch!!! We hit the big down town Saugatuck for some shopping. We needed a wedding gift and a friend wanted a dog just like ours. That is, one made of paper 
Macheô and we had to get on the deck to get a seat by 4. By the time we hit the Deck there was only one table left. We said our helloôs to those we knew, (hard core Don fans) and 
sat down at our table only for a minute when Lori, Donôs girl friend, asked us to sit with them. OK, OK I know this is about the food, keep your pants oné.or not. Of course 
dining in the sun on a deck in the Saugatuck Harbor listening to Don, Chris and Hank and sitting with friends makes any food taste better but the Butler does it up real nice. Juicy 
Cheeseburgers, big fat onion rings and of course peel and eat shrimp. Full menu on this deck from seared Tuna sandwiches to jalapeño poppers. When you add a very cold beer 
everything on this deck is great. 

Saugatuck for us is not only a Great getaway for a few days but also a Sunday drive just for dinner. 

Just a little rumor I will pass on. A Parrot Head friend of ours is looking to purchase one of the local Innôs. IF this happens there may be a   Parrot Head ready retreat in our future. 
I will keep you informed. 

Shel and Bonnie. 

In case you were wonderingé... 

A Colorado Bulldog  

This beverage tastes like chocolate milk. Just not the chocolate milk you drank as a kid. 

Warning; Drink one bull dog and you will feel weak in the knees. 

Drink two and you wonôt care that you are sitting in a metal lawn chair, during a thunder storm, in Hart Plaza, Naked!!! 

2 ounces Kahlua 

2 ounces Vanilla Vodka (Svedka) 

3 ounces half and half 

Splash of Coke 

Stir over crushed ice. 

 

Sunday! Sunday! Sunday! October 23rd! 

What: Sunday Bloody Mary Gathering When: Sunday October 23, 2011 Where: Upstairs at the Cass Bar and Grill (Van Dyke & 
Hall Road)45108 Cass Avenue Utica, Michigan 48317Phone: (586) 580-2164Website: http://www.cassbar.net/Email: cassbarand-
grill@yahoo.comTime: From 10:00 AM till ???Come early, get a great seat......Enjoy Drink Specials and fabulous Bloody 
Mary's........Listen to your favorite Trop Rockers - The Caribbean Blue Duo Stick around and watch OUR WINNING Detroit    
Lions take on the Atlanta Falcons. Bloody Mary Drink Specials, Caribbean Blue Duo LIVE, Detroit Lions Football...... 

All are invited!! No cover!!! What could be better???A Sunday Moanin custom made for you and I! 

Ballots MUST BE Postmarked by November 8th! 



On the Road to Key West 
by Gina & Joe Lombardo 

We have been to Key West a hand full of times and to Key Largo and Marathon a boat load, 
here are a few of the things we have found in the Keys and at the bottom of the mainland. On 
one of our trips, we drove down US-1 to Key West in the dark and I said I would never do 
that again. It is one of the most beautiful, breath taking drives I have ever taken and I donôt 
want to miss a mile of it by driving at night. Driving down US 1 for me is relaxing because Iôm 
not in a hurry, I want it to last as long as possible.  
 
A point of information that may be helpful if you are taking the Florida Turnpike between the Fort Lauderdale or 
Miami airport and US-1: they no longer accept cash, you must have a 
Sun Pass. Sun Pass fees can be included in your rental car fees but we 
have never done that so I donôt know how it works. You might want to 
check it out ahead of time to avoid a hassle later. 

 
Before leaving the mainland, or on the way back, the Coral Castle is an interesting stop if you have 
time. It is located in Homestead, at the intersection of US-1 (South Dixie Highway and SW 157th 
Avenue. If you have seen the documentary on TV, you know what Iôm talking about. If you havenôt 
heard of it before, it is the real deal. It takes about a half day to go through the Castle. 
 

Truly, a unique south Florida enterprise, Robert Is Here is a world class produce market. Big, but 
not huge, it makes up for physical size with é uniqueness. They have different things there that we 
never heard of before discovering south Florida. Most is locally grown so what is available depends 
on the time of year. Behind the market, there is a corral with a variety of animals like tortoise, os-
trich and big squawking birds. If you took the turnpike south until it ended at US-1, and continued 
south on US-1 (South Dixie Highway), the first light on US-1 south of the Turnpike is SW 344th 
Street (East Palm Drive). Turn right (west) and go about two miles west to State Highway 9336 
(Tower Road), Robert Is Here is on the southwest corner. If you wanted to go to Everglades Na-
tional Park, you would go here and continue south to signs for the park entrance (about a 30 mile 

drive). Allow an extra day if you want to visit the park. Oh yeah, one of Robertôs offerings, are smoothies in whatever flavor can be grown at the 
time. 
 
Something different to do on the way down island, is to swim with dolphins. There are two        
locations in Key Largo and one on Vaca Key (Marathon). We have been to Dolphin Cove Research 
& Discovery in Key Largo at mile marker 101.9, bay side. 
 
Sundowner Restaurant in Key Largo (mile marker 104, bay side) is always good. If you are there 
around sunset, it was listed as one of the ten best dinner/sunset locations in a recent Yahoo Travel 
article. Usually when we are there we are traveling up island and having dinner before driving back 
to Naples. 
 
If it is anywhere near a meal time when we cross the bridge at Whale Harbor, we stop at Wahooôs in Islamorada (Upper Matecumbe Key, mile 
marker 88.5, ocean side). We have always been able to get a table on the second floor looking out over the ocean. They have things to drink, the 
food is almost edible, but the view is oo-la-la!! 
 
A little further down island, if it is near sunset time, the Sunset Grille & Raw Bar in Marathon is a ñGinaôs favoriteò. It is located on Knights 
Key right where the Seven Mile Bridge starts. If you see a sign for Knights Key, be looking to turn left onto Knights Key Boulevard (mile marker 
47, ocean side). We have been there twice and both times it lived up to itôs name, the sunset part, we 
didnôt try the raw part. 
 
Now if we are in Marathon at sunset and we donôt want to miss the scenery between Marathon and 
Key West, I need a place to stay. The Ranch House Motel is our stopover: reasonably priced, clean, 
convenient. Proprietorôs name is Diana, easy to remember because the first time we stayed there we 
were with our own Diana from GR (who we thank, by the way, for about half of the photos). The mo-
tel is at the down island end of the Marathon Airport, mile marker 51, ocean side. 
 
If you need auto repair when in Key West, we can recommend a repair shop on Stock Island (first piece of land up island from Key West), but 
thatôs a story for another time. 
 
Wish we could be there for MotM but itôs not in the cards this year. Have a great time!!  

See Charlie Salaz at the COAST!!!!!! 7 PM October 28th Crash Landing!!!! 


